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A Study on the Optimization of the Size of the Corrugated Fiberboard
Cartons for Export of Agricultural Products
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Abstract This study aimed to focus on the optimization of the external dimension sizes in the corrugated fiberboard car-
tons (CFCs) for exporting agricultural products. The commercial CFCs of current fresh produces such as paprika, Asian
pear, melon, sweet potato, and oriental melon for export were used for this study. The guidelines of the minimum internal

dimensions of the refrigerated reefer container, the dimensions of pallets, and the maximum load height of a stack were
referred to KS T ISO 668, KS T 1372, and the Container Handbook by the German Insurance Association, respectively.
These principles were selected as a ground rule for the external dimensions of CFCs. Package layout design programs of
ArtiosCAD and Cape Pack software were used to confirm the box stacking patterns and revise the external dimension of

CFCs. The final external dimensions of each CFC were revised from 5 to 30 mm compared to its original dimensions. The
maximum load of each stacking box per pallet has been increased from 0.0 to 12.5% compared to its original load.
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Table 1. Information of the corrugated fiberboard carton for Korean fresh produce in export

. . . L . External size of corrugated fiberboard carton (mm)
Produce City of production| Weight (kg) | Major importing country - -
Length Width Height
Cheorwon 5 450 320 185
Paprika 5 455 300 180
Changwon
5 455 300 180
Anseong 5 North America, Taiwan, 500 292 135
Korean pear .

Pyeongtaek 5 Vietnam 495 295 135
Melon Iksan 8 Hong Kong, Japan, Taiwan 440 340 170
Sweet potato Gochang 10 Hong Kong 385 240 245
Oriental melon Seongju 10 Japan, Hong Kong 450 305 195

Table 2. Series 1 freight containers - Classification, dimensions, and ratings (KS T ISO 668)

. . . L Minimum internal size (mm)
Container type (ft) Freight container designation - -
Length Width Height
1AAA 2655
1AA 2350
40 11998 2330
1A 2197
1AX <2197
1BBB 2655
1BB 2350
30 8931 2330
1B 2197
1BX <2197
1CC 2350
20 1C 5867 2330 2197
1CX <2197
1D 2197
10 2802 2330
1DX < 2197
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Table 3. Flat pallets for through transit (KS T 1372)
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Table 4. Loadable interior dimensions for corrugated fiberboard cartons with flat pallets in a freight container

. ) ) ) o Loadable interior dimensions for corrugated fiberboard cartons (mm)

Type Freight container designation Length Width Height***
1AAA 1BBB - - 2405
T11 1AA 1BB 1CC - 1100 + 3 1100 + 3 2100
1A 1B 1C 1D 1947
1AAA 1BBB - - 2405
T12 1AA 1BB 1CC - 1200 + 3 1000 + 3 2100
1A 1B 1C 1D 1947

*The size (length x width x length) of flat pallets is T11 (1100 mm x 1100 mm x < 150 mm) and T12 (1200 mm x 1000 mm x < 150 mm),

respectively.

“*The freight container designation with an alphabet A, B, C, or D is referred to 40, 30, 20, and 10 ft of the container’s length, respectively.
**The height of loadable interior space is the remainder of the minimum interior height of each container after taking both flat pallet’s
height (150 mm) and room for the air circulation (100 mm) away=

Table 5. Layers and external height of corrugated fiberboard cartons loadable in a freight container

Freight container

Corrugated fiberboard cartons™

Loadable interior height (mm)"

Loadable layers

External height (mm)

3,4,5,6,8,10, 12, 15, 16, 20, 24, 25, 30, 32,

800, 600, 480, 400, 300, 240, 200, 160, 150,

2400 40, 48, 50, 60, 75, 80 120, 100, 96, 80, 75, 60, 50, 48, 40, 32, 30
2100 3,4,5,6,7, 10, 12, 14, 15, 20, 21, 25, 28, 30, | 700, 525, 420, 350, 300, 210, 175, 150, 140,

35, 42, 50, 60, 70, 75, 84 105, 100, 84, 75, 70, 60, 50, 42, 35, 30, 28, 25
1950 3,5,6,10, 13, 15, 25, 26, 30, 39, 50, 65, 75, 78 650, 390, 325, 195, 150, 130, 78, 75, 65, 50,

39, 30, 26, 25

*Both 2,405 mm and 1,947 mm of loadable interior height are modified to 2,400 mm and 1,950 mm to compute its submultiple,

respectively.

**Each loadable layer is the submultiple of the loadable interior height for a stack of corrugated fiberboard cartons in the freight con-
tainer and each external height is the height of a corrugated fiberboard carton in accordance with each loadable layer.
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Table 6. The external size of a modified corrugated fiberboard carton for Korean fresh produce in export

Produce External size of an existing corrugated fiberboard carton (mm) |External size of a modified corrugated fiberboard carton (mm)”
Length Width Height Length Width Height
450 320 185
Paprika 455 300 180 450 (=5) 320 175 (=5)
455 300 180
Korean pear 20 22 139 495 (-5) 295 (+3) 130 (=5)
495 295 135
Melon 440 340 170 440 340 160 (-10)
Sweet potato 385 240 245 385 240 240 (+5)
Oriental melon 450 305 195 480 (+30) 290 (-15) 195

*The numbers in the brackets are an increase (+) or decrease () in external size of a modified corrugated

fiberboard carton.
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Fig. 1. The pallet stacking patterns of corrugated fiberboard cartons provided from Cape Pack program for Korean fresh produce in
export (T11, T12: names of flat pallets, CFCs: corrugated fiberboard cartons, unit: mm)
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Table 7. The additional modifiable external size of a corrugated fiberboard carton for Korean produce in export

Produce Additional modifiable external size of a corrugated fiberboard carton (mm)
Length Width Height
Paprika” +93.5 +40.0 +1.5
Korean pear +3.5 +4.2 +1.2
Melon +58.5 +25.6 +1.4
Sweet potato +0.0 +0.0 +2.0
Oriental melon +18.5 +9.2 +1.6

*The sum of both length and width of a corrugated fiberboard carton for paprika must be under 107 mm.
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Table 8. The maximum number of modified corrugated fiberboard cartons in a stack per pallet and its rate of increase in accordance
with its external size optimization for Korean produce in export

Container Maximum number of modified corrugated fiberboard cartons in a stack per pallet and its rate of increase™
Produce . _ T11 T12
designation
Original carton |Modified carton| Difference (%) | Original carton |Modified carton| Difference (%)

1AAA 78 78 0.0 91 91 0.0

Paprika 1AA 66 72 8.3 77 84 8.3

1A 60 66 9.1 70 77 10.0

1AAA 102 108 5.6 136 144 5.6

KSZZ';‘“ 1AA 90 96 63 120 128 6.2

1A 84 90 6.7 112 120 6.7

1AAA 84 90 6.7 84 90 6.7

Melon 1AA 72 78 7.7 72 78 7.7

1A 66 72 8.3 66 72 8.3

1AAA 90 100 10.0 117 130 10.0

Sweet 1AA 80 80 0.0 104 104 0.0
potato

1A 70 80 12.5 91 104 12.5

) 1AAA 96 96 0.0 84 96 12.5

Oriental P00 80 80 0.0 70 80 12.5
melon

1A 80 80 0.0 70 80 12.5

"1AAA, 1AA, and 1A are the designation of a 40 ft freight container with 2,655 mm, 2,350 mm, and 2,197 mm of minimum internal
height, respectively.
"T11 and T12 are the types of flat pallets with a size (length x width) of 1,100 mm % 1,100 mm and 1,200 mm x 1,000 mm, respectively.
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